
 

 

 

 

 MORTON 

 

              

 TOWNSHIP 

 

     ZONING 

 

      ORDINANCE 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Updated as of December 8, 2009 

 

 

 

 



 

ZONING ORDINANCE 

 

 
II 

INDEX 
 

PREAMBLE     1 

ENACTING CLAUSE     2 

ARTICLE 1 TITLE  
 SECTION 1.0 ESTABLISHMENT OF ORDINANCE   2 

 

ARTICLE 2 APPLICATION OF THIS ORDINANCE 
 SECTION 2.0 WHO IT APPLIES TO    3 

 SECTION 2.1 RELATIONSHIP TO OTHER LAWS    3 

 

ARTICLE 3 ACCESSORY USES AND STRUCTURES 
 SECTION 3.0 WHAT IS AUTHORIZED    4 

 

ARTICLE 4 EXEMPTIONS  
 SECTION 4.0 PUBLIC UTILITIES    5 

 SECTION 4.1 WATER WELLS    5 

 

ARTICLE 5 ESTABLISHMENT OF DISTRICTS 
 SECTION 5.0 ZONING DISTRICTS    6 

 SECTION 5.1 CONDITIONAL REZONING    6 

 SECTION 5.2 DISTRICT R-1    8 

 SECTION 5.3 DISTRICT R-2    8 

 SECTION 5.4 DISTRICT R-3    9 

 SECTION 5.5 DISTRICT R-4    9 

 SECTION 5.6 DISTRICT C-1    10 

 SECTION 5.7 DISTRICT C-2    10 

 SECTION 5.8 DISTRICT C-3    11 

 SECTION 5.9 INDUSTRIAL DISTRICT 1  (I)    11 

 SECTION 5.10 AGRICULTURAL DISTRICT 1  (A1)    12 

 SECTION 5.11 AGRICULTURAL DISTRICT II  (A2)    12 

 SECTION 5.12 WETLANDS    13 

 SECTION 5.13 CAMPGROUNDS    13 

 SECTION 5.14 HEIGHT AND PLACEMENT MINIMUM SET BACKS   15 

 SECTION 5.15 BUILDING STANDARDS AND FACILITIES    17 

 SECTION 5.16 LANDSCAPE REQUIREMENTS    19 

 SECTION 5.17 PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT    20 

 SECTION 5.18 SPECIAL LAND USE PERMITS    25 

  

ARTICLE 6 SITE PLAN REVIEW  
 SECTION 6.0 INTENT    28 

 SECTION 6.1 CLASS "A" SITE PLAN REQUIREMENTS    28 

 SECTION 6.2 CLASS "B" SITE PLAN REQUIREMENTS    29  

 SECTION 6.3 REVIEW PROCEDURE    30 

 

ARTICLE 7  GENERAL PROVISIONS  
 SECTION 7.0 HOME OCCUPATION    31 

 SECTION 7.1 FENCES    32 

 SECTION 7.2 DOCKS    33 

 SECTION 7.3 SIGNS    33 

 SECTION 7.4 OUTDOOR SOLID FUEL HEATING DEVICES    46  

 SECTION 7.5 OFF-STREET PARKING REQUIREMENTS    47 

  SECTION 7.6 WIRELESS COMMUNICATION FACILITIES    49 

 SECTION 7.7 GRADING PERMITS    55  

 SECTION 7.8 ANTI-FUNNELING DEVELOPMENT   57 

 

ARTICLE 8 NONCONFORMING USES  
 SECTION 8.0 INTENT    59 

  



 

ZONING ORDINANCE 

 

 
III 

 SECTION 8.1 ALTERATIONS, SUBSTITUTION OR EXPANSION OF 

   NONCONFORMING USES    59 

 SECTION 8.2 BUILDING DAMAGE    59 

 SECTION 8.3 DISCONTINUANCE OF USE    59 

 SECTION 8.4 COMPLETION OF NONCONFORMING BUILDINGS AND 

   STRUCTURES    59 

 SECTION 8.5 NONCONFORMING LOTS    59 

 SECTION 8.6 NONCONFORMING MOBILE HOMES IN DISTRICT R-1    60 

 SECTION 8.7 NONCONFORMING AGRICULTURAL OPERATIONS    60 

 

ARTICLE 9 TEMPORARY USES AND STRUCTURES  
 SECTION 9.0 TEMPORARY STRUCTURES - RESIDENCE DURING  

   CONSTRUCTION    61 

 SECTION 9.1 TEMPORARY DWELLINGS-RV    61 

 

ARTICLE 10 DEFINITIONS  
 SECTION 10.0 GENERAL    63 

 SECTION 10.1 SPECIFIC TERMS    63 

 

ARTICLE 11 PLANNING COMMISSION  
 SECTION 11.0 INTENT    70 

 SECTION 11.1  MEMBERSHIP    70 

 SECTION 11.2 OFFICERS    70 

 SECTION 11.3 MEETINGS    71 

 SECTION 11.4 ATTENDANCE    72 

 SECTION 11.5 HEARINGS    72 

 SECTION 11.6 AMENDMENTS          72 

 

ARTICLE 12 ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS  
 SECTION 12.0 ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS-ORGANIZATION    73 

 SECTION 12.1 ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS-DUTIES    74 

 SECTION 12.2 VARIANCE    74 

 

ARTICLE 13 ADMINISTRATION  
 SECTION 13.0 ADMINISTRATIVE STANDARDS AND PROCEDURES    76 

 SECTION 13.1 ORDINANCE AMENDMENTS    77 

 SECTION 13.2 FINANCIAL SECURITY (PERFORMANCE GUARANTEE)    78 

 SECTION 13.3 FEES    79 

 SECTION 13.4 THE ORDINANCE CONTROL MANAGER    79 

 SECTION 13.5 ZONING COMPLIANCE PERMITS    79 

 SECTION 13.6 CERTIFICATE OF OCCUPANCY    80 

 SECTION 13.7 SPECIAL ZONING ORDERS, BOOK AND MAP    80 

 SECTION 13.8 VIOLATIONS AND PENALTIES    80 

 SECTION 13.9 ZONING MAPS    81 

   MORTON TOWNSHIP ZONING MAP    82 

 

ARTICLE 14 SEVERABILITY, ENACTMENT, CERTIFICATION  
 SECTION 14.0 SEVERABILITY    83 

 SECTION 14.1 ORDINANCE ENACTMENT AND EFFECTIVE DATE    83 

 SECTION 14.2 CERTIFICATION    84 

 

AMENDMENTS, ORDINANCES, RESOLUTIONS  
 ORDINANCE  #35    85 

 RESOLUTION R-01814    85     

 RESOLUTION R-051108    86 

 RESOLUTION R-05-1108A    88 

 RESOLUTION R-08813    91 

 

DATE SCHEDULE OF AMENDMENTS/RESOLUTIONS/CORRECTIONS    94 


